17*2      ASCENT OF MOUNT TABOR.
On turning round to ascertain the cause of this
noise, we observed five or six armed men, three
of whom we recognised to be those who had
made us such offers of their hospitality in the
village of Deborah below. They called out
to us, in a loud voice, that if we attempted the
slightest resistance we should be murdered ; but
that, if we submitted to be quietly stripped, no
violence should be offered to our persons. There
was no time for a parley, though my companions
at first cried for mercy; but as I rushed out with
my musket cocked and presented, they instantly
followed me, and an unexpected discharge drove
our assailants to seek shelter behind the masses
of rock near the cave. A regular skirmish
mon at Ras-el-Ayn, examined like the rest upon the spot, ap-
. peared to me so totally unlike the thing it was intended to
represent, that I forbore even to make a remark on it, and
closed the book with a persuasion, that so accurate an observer
as Maundrell could never even have seen those drawings, much
less approved of their being attached to his Travels. The fact
perhaps is, that some well-meaning friend, or some interested
booksellers, subsequently caused these drawings to be composed
from the printed descriptions and charts of the places-they
profess to represent, and thus embellished, as they thought,
while they really disgraced the book. This is the more pro-
bable, as no name is given either of the painter or engraver.
Such a practice, however, cannot be too severely reprehended ;
as these plates not only give false impressions, which are avow-
edly worse than none at all, but what is a far greater evil, they
do injustice to the memory of the worthy man and excellent
traveller, for whose productions they are tacitly made to pass*